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At this time several of the public officers of the commune of Montelimart were introduced to the Emperor. He conversed with them for some moments with a calmness most remarkable at such a time, when the question of his own life or death was being agitated around him. When these officers spoke to him of their regrets, he replied in these words, replete with wisdom and firmness,* * Gentlemen, act like me: be resigned.8
The troops in the city, when they saw him getting into the carriage, cried out enthusiastically, (< Vive I'Em-pereur!>J Two stages further on, at Donzene, he was met by cries of vengeance. The inhabitants were celebrating a f$te for the arrival of the King in Paris, and the sight of the Emperor roused their indignation. He looked out upon the women, who, like furies, were shouting and uttering invectives against him: it was a shocking spectacle.
On his arrival at Orgon he was convinced that his fears were well founded, f In proportion as he removed from Paris and entered Provence, Napoleon observed gloomy countenances and armed hands. Mothers demanded their children, and widows their husbands. There was a terrible eloquence in these cries, wrung from the wretched people; but was it right to overwhelm him who was as wretched as they ?
At Avignon the danger which had been secretly threatening the travelers since leaving Valence broke out with a fury which alarmed the commissioners of the Allies. Napoleon was always calm and remarkably unconcerned, while all around him were inspired with an ardor which perhaps had not him alone for its object.}; Already for
* Would it be believed that the spirit of party has endeavored to cast a censure upon this affecting reply ?
f At Orgon the Emperor ran a risk of his life, and only owed his safety to the lucky thought of passing for one of the suite of the commissioners. He was to stop at the H6tel Royale, to which there were two entrances; and while the Emperor was conversing with the master of the house, preparations were made for his departure by one of these.
\ As Napoleon approached Avignon he found the populace ripe for disorder; and as he advanced more toward the south of France violence and danger increased. Everyone knows that this part of the French Empire is of all others the most blind instrument in all great movements and political reactions. Religious and revolu-